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VENDING MACHINE AND COMPUTER 
ASSEMBLY 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO JtSUCTED 
APPUCAnON 

This ipftlicatioa is a eootiffludan-UHpvt application o£ 
prior applicatioo Ser. No. 08/429^83 filed Aug. 17. 1995. 
oow ibandoned. 

HELD OF THE INVENTION 

TliA picsenl ioventicm is directed to & vending nuchins £br 
puicbasing mcn'-lmnrii^ wtiile pnvidisg tbe customer via an 
internal ooaputer with access to the internat or other on-line 
computer database and aJIowing the customer to interface 
with tbe interoet address. More particulaxiy, the invention is 
directed to a retrofit door assembly for atuching to an 
existing vending machioe where the retroflt door tncludes a 
oomputer assembly to ooaztsci with lha intenet autom&ti* 
cally in ooajmjction with the purchase of merchandise. 

BACKGROUND OF TOE INVENTION 

A^ndiog machines have been in oammon use &>r many 
yeais for purcfaosing a variety of items. These vending 
machines typically have a phiralily of selector buttons or 
switches to allow the customer to select a specific item. 
\fcQdiog mochinea have also been ^oduoed to display 
advertising material from an electmnic data storage unit at 
the time of purchase of tbe item. 

Home oomputers are also in oommon use today tor 
obtaining vast (Quantities of infonnation &3ffl various data> 
bases, there are laigc oumbers of database acoessiblB by 
home compoteis through the use of a mod em or other cable 
or teX^hooB connection. In recent years the intonet has 
become widely accessible by home computers for providing 
information to the user. Internet sites provide new entertain- 
ment and other sources of in&imation. 

Many vending machines provide vending for cans« 
bottles, hot and cold ddnks in o^s, sandwiches, candy, 
combs and diffiueot products. In addition b providing 
vending, other vending magtpnffft allow access to infiaima* 
tion wfcdcfa is and iheiefbxe, has limified use. 

In recent yctis, there have been improvements in vending 
machines, including advertising, and interactivQ customer 
communication. For example, three such machines are 
exemplified by VS. Pat. No. 4.454,670 to Bachmaan, et al.. 
International Patent No. PCT/AU89A)0O5a to V)gpl, 6t al., 
and U.S. Pat. No. 4,677,565 to Ogaki et aL These patents 
disclose vending machines that have piereoonled pngrams 
on Upe cassette or diskette in a tape or disisette drive of the 
mfl chine and a screen. The menus from the diskette, dis- 
played on the screen, provide interactive user interface by 
way instnictiotts, opention and use of the vending machine, 
advertising, and v^ieo games. 

The vending mjdrfnrs mentioned above have been suc- 
cessful and have achieved their designed objectives but the 
amount of information available to the customer is limited 
by pro-recording. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to credit card, biU, and 
com^peratcd vending machines and vending machine doors 
for purchasing merchandise such as so& dhaks in bottles, 
plastic containers or cans as well as any other item or 
merchandise which can be purchased through a vending 
machine. More spedficaliy, the present invention provides a 
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vending maduse tor pnrebsfiiag in item whila pcoviding the 
ctxstomore with inlcrictive access to tlic internal, 
liomcpagBs» websites or oihcr on-line computer scrvico with 
audio, video capabilities, and multi-media capabilities, 
Ftirthor, the vending marfaine can traismit and receive data, 
with transmission and downloading capabilitica of audio and 
video signals, using read and writable laser-disc or 
CD-ROM, and 1.44 MB diskette. FinaUy, the vending 
nwchinc provides cntenainmcnl in addition to the vital 
infbnnation needed in the present tecbnologicil age. Tte 
vending machine is reUable, efficient, fast operation and is 
masnfacmnbie at relativety low cost 

Aa object of the present invention is to provide a credit 
card, biU or ooin-opcnted machine for rfig p*V| i n ng a selected 
item and includes a oomputer assembly tor enabling the 
casmmer access to the internet, websites or home pages or 
other on-line computer database. 

An additional object of the present invention is to provide 
a flat panel super video graphic adapter screen fbr providing 
video interactions by the customer with the internet 

An additional object fiBature is to provide stereophonic 
^akeis for audio display of signals received from internet 
site. 

A fiuthcr object is to provide a tebphcne connection, 
eable^ modem or an anteonae such as satellite receiver or 
satellite disc mounted on an isolated vending machine for 
accessing the intemet address. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
vending machine with computer-oontroUed panel keyboard 
and rn onitor to provide two-way interactive visual commu- 
nications by a customer with the internet. By way of 
example and not limiiaiion, the panel keyboard aUows the 
addresses of the internet, web sites or home pages to be 
^ml by the Uttr into the computer £br connecting the 
oompnier with an intemet address. 

A further object of the present invention is to provide i 
vending machine and oomputer assembly, with a traddjall or 
mouse to provide two-way interactive visual communica- 
tions between the customer and the internet address through 
the video monitor. By way of eamplc and not limitation, the 
ttackfaa ll allows the pages of websites or homepages to be 
btowKd as well as other computer fimciions and operations 
usang known software and haidwaia. 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide 
a vending machine with a programmable seleaioo panel for 
setdng web aites or home pages for selected intemet sites lo 
provide. Sea example, a music fiinctioo. news fiunction, and 
audio and visual recording functions. By way of example 
and not limitation, the customer actuates the selection panel 
on the vending machine to access the present news on a 
homepage of a satellite news broadcast, or access the 
homepage of a musician, a political candidate, local gov- 
enunent or the like. 

A further object of the present invention is to provide i 
vending machine with read and writable lascr-disc or 
CD-ROM player and 1,44 MB diskette driver to provide 
audio and video interaction between customer and machine 
and also to provide a means lo allow the customer to 
download data, audio and video from a website, homepage 
or other on-line computer service. By way of example and 
not limitation, a customer can download data &om a flnan- 
cul house or news torn a broadcast company, and music 
and video firom the homepage of a musician. 

A further object of the invention is to provide a vending 
machme with a camera system lo record the Uvc pcrfor- 
manccs of customers to be capnasd for TV commercial and 
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for Audition. By way of oTimplo and not limi'tatinn, a 
ctBloiDer can access i homepage of a company and auditbn 
for a TV commercial far pnunotiooal use or by two-way 
perfomiaaces via tbe iatsiaet. 

A Airtber object of the pteseal iztveotioo is to provide a 
vending machine for accessing tbe website or the liomepage 
information of a vendor at tha location of the vending 
machine via tbe istcnwt when the Uem or oiBichaadise 
selection is made. By way of example, the booiepage of a 
city or locality is displayed on tbe monitor for a vooding 
maghifw located in dty baO. 

These and other objects of the invention are basically 
attained by providing a storags unit for stotiDg a phirality 
difbrent items for sale and • dispeasing mechanism for 
H;gp>nping tiie items from said storage miit; a selector device 
for t^\r*^"g one or more of said items , for ule by a 
customer; a payment-oontrol device fot detecting an amount 
of payment required for sale of an item and for actuating said 
Hft ptnwng mechamsm when a payment is received to dis- 
pense a selected item; and a eompnter assembly having a ' 
computer, video display screen and a fflodem» whereby said 
computer is conaected to and actuated by said seleeeer 
device for automaticaUy comncting said computer in a 
pie-selected internet address or on-line computer service and 
automaticaUy displaying information transmitted and 
received &om said intenvt address or on-line computer 
service on said video screen for viewing by the customer. 

Tbcss and other rmhorlimnnffr, foamxes and advantage of 
the present invention will become apparent from the fol- 
lowing detailed desoiptions ia addition to the aooompsny- 
mg drawings • 

BRIEF DESC3UFnON OF THE DRAWINQS 

Reforring to the dxawings which form a pan of this 
original dtwlosuxe. 

FIG. 1 is a fiont elevational view of tbe &om panel portion 
of an alternative vending michine door; 

FIQ. 2 is a front elevational view of tbe &ont panel portion 
of in aiterqalrve vending machine door; 

PIC. 3 is a front elevational view of the front panel portion 
with a logo or trademark applied to the vending machine; 

FIG. 4 ia a fonctional block diagram of the computer 
operated vending martiine of FIO. 1, illustrating a back- 
ground central ooctioi unit and other components of the 
computer assemb^ and vending machine; 

FIG. 5 and FIG. 6 show the flow block diagrams of the 
operation according to the present invention; 

FIG. 7 shows a screen display at an initiaJ stage when a 
target merchandise is to be selected; 

FIG. 8 shows a screen display at the scene when a 
merchandise is selected; 

FIG. 9 shows a screen display at the scene after a 
merchandise has been purchased and delivered; 

FIG. 10 shows the screen display it the sosne when a 
selection of FIG. 9 is made; 

FIG. U shows 1 screen display at the scene when the 
scene of FIG. 10 is oomplcted; 

FIG. 12 shows the screen display scene when No. 1 of 
FIG. U is selected; 

FIG. 13 shows the screen display scene when No. 2 of 
FIG. 11 is selected. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION ' 
Referring to the drawings, the vending machine 10 of the 
invention includes a front door 100 having a front panel ISO. 
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lyptcally. front piad is flat but caa be tny desired shape or 
stnictnxe. The vesdiag "''^'fiin** 10 inchtdps a paymeoi 
oontrol device 152, scUctor device 154, * mRw^ T^prfjtt* qs 
item stonge ttnil dispensing TTr***^'"*'"?! 156, and a oom- 
pmei asBesxbly 158. 

Tbfl item storage unil and '^''gp^nmg tnschaaism 156 can 
be any sta n dard useably commooly used to ^^nd^ag 
machiTiw lod will sot be discussed in detail. Examples of 
vending mecbamsms are disckwad in US. Pat. Nos. A^454 
670; 4^71^65; 4^54,697; and 4^430 wfaidj are hereby 
incocporited by re&reace in their entirety. The fitorage unit 
and dispensing mechanism is oonsectcd to and operated by 
tbe computer assembly 158. 

The computer assembly 158 includes a video mcnilor or 
screen 101, scouting buttons 120, 121 and 112 of the 
selector panel 160, a key pad 118, traAball U7, CD-ROM 
drive 116, and a diskette drive 128. The eomputer assembly 
158 is connected to and actuated by the selector assembly 
154 such that when the customer selects an item to be 
purchased the computer is automatically activated to be - 
opexited by the customer. In one embodiment of the invea- 
doD the computer is pre-programtued so (hat when an item 
» sel ecte d for piirchase* the computer automatictUy con- 
neca to a pre-selected internet site tx website and displays 
the infocmation received from the internet site on tbe video 
monitor. Par ezampte, the computer can be programmed to 
connect to a website or homepage of (he maoufactuier of the 
Item purchased, or the website or bom^ogie owner or 
operator of the vending machine. In fiirther examples, the 
computer can connect to the website or homepage of a local 
or national news or sports network or the like, to preferred 
embodiments, tbe computer will include a suiiabfe 
device to provide the customer with a predetermiaed amouot 
of time to view the displayed information and provide 
intexictive oommtmication via the uuu ^ u ter. Additional 
time can be obtained by the user by fimher payment to the 
vending machine. In further embodiments, tnfbrmation 
sored in a suitable data storage unit, such as a CD-ROM can 
be used £or diqilaying information to tbe castomer on the 
video monitor. As used herein, the term internet refers lo the 
numerous ooiapater databases and oi>-Une aervices available 
fisr public access for retrieving and/or sending infbcmaiion. 

The vending machine door 100 is provided with an 
ff sc u tcheon plate U3 and a fiat plastic transparent plastic 
panel 162 with suitable back lighting aod coloring (not 
shown) oonflgured to display a primary product logo or 
trademark of the vendor or manuficturer and to increase the 
visibility of the vendor. In one embodiment of the invention, 
the door 100 is coosUnxcted as a tctxoilt to an existing 
vending machine. In this embodiment, the computer aaem- 
bly 158 and money acceptor 152 are mounted in the door 
and assembled to cooperus with the existing dispensing 
mechanism 156 of the vending mut^hinm xo. 

The vending machine door 100 includes the video graphic 
soeen 101 to provide the visual illustrations in color to 
enable the customer twt>*way interactive communication 
fimclions. By way of example, (he screen 101 may be a flat 
panel super video graphic adapter active mauiz video screen 
(hat allows the customer to browse website, homepages, and 
stored video images at photo realistic images of over sixteen 
million colors. Tbe screen 101, as will be described later, is 
also used to display instructions to ±c casromer for qiera- 
tion of the vending machine at«l to provide informatioa to: 
sales, purchasing and iniemct operations. When the machine 
is idle, a suitable vendor message is periodically delivered 
00 screen 101 from the data storage unit of the computer. 

The machiae door 100 of (he present invention further 
includes two speakers 102 and 103 connected to tbe com- 
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puter tssembiy 15S that m operable to prcsoiil xndto to 
snabla the oustomsr to intersct wilta (he vending mirhma 
screen 101 and oomputer usembly 158. The speakBzs an 
ba, for example, stszeopfaDoic speakers to allow tbe cus- 
tomer to listao to steteopbomc music from webats of 
miTiririnns. 

By way of example, the system of FIG. 1 also iodudes a 
plurality of selector bultoos or switches 120, 121 aod 122 
connected to the oomputer tSBcattiiy 158 to eoabk tbe 
customer lo bg onto prvpiograomed ioteiziet sites, such as 
news, flnancial, or video music wtb&itBs tad bomcpagi£S. 

TlA vending machine and system of FIG. 1 of tl» present 
iavention also includes Iceypui US ootmected to the com- 
puter assembly 158 to allow the customer to engage in the 
interactive visual oomffiunicaiion on the screes 101. Using 
the tosypad 118, the cusmmsr can enter infnnnation to access 
the interoat and access and browse websites and bomepa^es, 
and to teoBfve and transmit date to aremote suiublc receiver 
capable of rooriving and udlizing data sudi as a faonitnile or 
another computer equipped with a focsimiie board. 

A trackball 117 is connected to tbe compttter 158 £br use 
by the customer in the inter&ctxve visual oomommcation 
functions 00 the screen IQL By way of example, the 
customer can use the trackball 117 to browse websites and 
homepages, gain access to inteinet, data, audio, and visual 
«gwak at the control bcatioa of tl^ vending machine. 

The vending machine door 100 of the present invention is 
further providsd with a laser-disc or read and writable 
CD-ROM drive 116 and 1.44 MB drskette drive 128 oon- 
neeted to. tbe oomputer 158 to enable the customer to 
download audio and visual signals fcom websites and 
homepages^ and to receive datasom temote data tnssmil- 
ters. Using drives 116 and 128 tbe customer may also send 
audio and video messages to websites and bomepages, 
c^)able of receiving in&icmation and to transmit data to 
remote receivecs* 

In accordance with this invention, a camera 124 is 
mounted on the door 100, and hea<^hone and microphone 
126 are provided for generating auifio'video signals of the 
cu st omer. The camera 124 and microphone 126 are con- 
nected to the computer and a video and audio receiver and 
storage unit fisr recording the audio visual signals &om the 
customer. By way of example and not limitation, camera 124 
allows the customer to audition for a movie studio or a TV 
commerdal through the internet aooeas. Alternatively, the 
customers can eoimect the computer to an internet site and 
receive music ftom the site. The customcts can then sing into 
the microphone with the customer's voice and music 
recorded on a CD or other xecording medium. 

The escuficbeoa plate 123 of the present invention is 
provided with a credit card reader IQS with indicator 104, a 
bill reader 107 with ixtdicator 106, coin acceptor 109 with 
indicator pad 108 inrfi rating the amount of money deposited, 
a coin remm lever 125, a coin return/delivery receptacle 114 
for change or renim of coin, a blank compact disc and blank 
diskette debvcry port 130, and a purcbafied item delivery 
port 115. Selection switches 110. Ill, U2, 113 are oon- 
ttccted to (he oomputer lo di^lay information about any of 
the available merchandise fiar sale and for purchasing mer- 
chandise. The selector switches correspond to the selection, 
buttons of a ooQvcoiional vending machine. Selector switch 
131 displays information about or pxirchase of blank disksae 
or compact disc. The credit card reader and indicator 104, 
the bill reader and indicator 106, the ooio acceptor 109 and 
indicator 108, the coin rstum lever 125. the coin delivery 
receptacle 114, and tbe merchandise delivery port U5 are 
similar to those employed in the conventional vending 
machines. 



The preseat isvestion may also be provided with tbc 
window 133 &x pricing infozm&tioii £Dr moicbmdiae, pric- 
ing iQ53mution for ^rf^TXiQ, ihs internet and bow long ihe 
customer may looess the interact whea a purchase is made, 
tB wcQ as other in^x^ictioos taz the cuatooscr. Ooce (he 
eonect aniouot of mctiey has been dqnaitBd for ttie eetected 
menhindiss and a selector switch activated, the homepage 
of the vendoz, the intemet access, pridBg informatioa, or ill 
the q}ecial instiuctioas in connectioD with the initiation us 
access websites and bofflcpagcs an displayed on tbc monitor 
lOL. The selector switches actuate (he dispensing device to 
dispense the purchased item. 

The present invsntian, as shown in FIG. 1, is provided 
w^ a oonimuDXcation oetworlc* such as» an adamua, sai- 
oQita disc 119 with saffTI't* receiver 127 oomiected to the 
computer assembly 158 by a cable U9, for automatic 
transffiit-feceive data and audioA^ideo signais, and to enable 
access to the tatcnct through the use of the anteonae, a 
modem, aod other necessary hardware and software. 

A fonher eobodimeni of the preseat invention, shown in 
no. 2f is oiwilAf to no. 1 except that the communication 
network 219 may be a cable connecting the computer lo a 
television signal provided at the veodor's location or a 
tetophone line for the transout-receive of the data, audio- 
video signals, and access to the internet AUeroativaiy, the 
network 219 may be any other suitable 
transmit-receive circuiL The remaining elements are sub* 
stantiaUy the as in the embodiment of FIG. 1 and are 
identified by the same tcfBronce number of the 200 series. 

FIG. 3 is a further embodiment similar to FIG. 1 except 
(hat FIG. 3 includes the panel with suitablB bright light and 
mooring Configured to display the primary product logo or 
trademark 350 and to inavase (he visibility of the vendor. 
The remaining elements are substantially the same as in the 
embodiment of FIG. 1 and are identified by the same 
tefsrenoe munber of the 300 series. 

Refotiing to FIG. 4, the mterreUtianship between the 
various circuit components is shown: The central computer 
control unit 400 is oomtected to and operates the various 
components of the vending machine. The co m puter 400 is 
mnnftcfH to and oontnls operation of the display monitor 
424 wbicb includes a video inteiface drcuii 427. 

Two*way audio oomnninication functions and the produc* 
tion of messages amplified by amplifier arc played on the 
speakers 420 aod 421 aod headphones 430. The computer 
400 also Aceives iiqmt signals and calculates the paymcot 
amount ^m the oedit card acceptor 401, bill acceptor 402 
and coin acceptor 403 (collectively identified as amount 
deposit acceptor 400A) and receives signals and communi- 
cates with merchandise selector switches 405, 406, 407 and 
408 (ooUeccively idf ntifif4 is merchandise solecior switch 
400B). A driving means for a ooiii axul change tetum 
mecfaanisai 404 and the merchandise storage and dispensing 
unit 409 are ccotioUed by the computer 400. Laser-disc and 
CO-ROM drive 415 and 1.44 MB dislcette drive 425 
(collectively referred to read- write drive 400D) are con- 
nected CO oooipuier 400 for receiving and storing data aod 
for storing suitable software for drjvins the computer 400. A 
memory unit 417 and programmabie audio-video message 
storage unit 416 can comprise of magnetic or optical record- 
ing medium or electrically erasable and programmable read - 
only memory (not shown). In embodiments of the invention, 
computer 400 incorporates a suitably programmable micro- 
pixKsssor or digital signal piocessing unit with appropriate 
interface circuits as known in the art for efficient computer 
operation and connection lo the interoei. 

The programmable audio-video message storage unit 416 
stores ill the display names of (he merchandise and priong 
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cfaeckx, &11 the oistomer uutmdxoQS in comiectioii with tfaft 
initiaiioo tod usiga of the intamei t^nB lod the vg trior 
hcstnepag^ or web^te tim dispUys & window oo the monitor 
424 il (he tima of sale. Ths scrttcfa pad oenioiy \uut 417 
serves as the ana whero other wehsita or homepage mes- 
sages arc stared temponrily while the customer browses (he 
website or homepage. The read-write drive assembly 40QO 
scads audio-video signals to the mcaitor 424 and other 
webaitaa or homepages via compuier 400 and recotds audio- 
video messages &Dm other websiLes or homepage. 

The computer 400 receives si^tuils and data of depoated 
amounts of money fiom ttt amount deposit aooeptoi 40QA, 
and to and from the merchandise setaor switch 

400B. Whea the customer idivates a selector switch 400B 
the conqniter sands a signal to acotate the merchasdiss 
storage and dispensing unit 409. 

Tht pnaeol invention is provided with vendor prepro' 
gnmmed websites selector nr switches 411. 413 and 414 
(collectively refbtred to as the progratmsed website selector 
400C). By pressing any of the pcogrammed website selector 
400C, the oofflpuier is connected to the website and the 
received infonnalioQ is displayed on the momlor 424. 

Additionally, the present invention is provided with the 
loeypad 412 to enable the customer select a website or 
bomepage by entering the address of the wefasile or home' 
page and other oeccssaiy information into the oomputer 400. 
The iceypad 412 can be Ofed by the customer &r the 
two-way interactive communication functions with monitor 
424 and computer 400. The invention is provided with a 
trackball 410 or moose that enables the customer to browse 
the intexnet for two-way imeracdve communication filnc- 
tions with the monitor 424. 

Tht micTophooe 422 with audio synthesiiBr 425, and 
video camera 423 with digital synthesizer 426 provide 
two*way audio-video in'^fi'^f^^ oommtxnicaUon fUoctioQSi 
By way of example and not iirnifaifrwi, the microphone 422 
and camera 423 may allow the customer to per&rm live as 
aa audition Cof TV commercial or movie studio at remote 
website tocaiion. The amplifler 419 £or the speakss 420 and 
421 and headphones 430 has aodio inteiface circuit 414 
connected Lo the c o mpu ter 400. The system of FlQ. 4 also 
includes transmit^receive network 429 for the transmisfiion 
and receiving data* audio^video signals, and aooess to the 
internet informatiaa. By way of example and not limitation, 
the network 429 in a remote veodiag machine is provided 
with a satellite receiver and satellite disc. Alternative net- 
wodc 429 is a cable or teleoommusications connection. 

The FIG. 4 vending machioe is provided with the diskette 
switch 431 and the compact disc switdi 432 and the media 
port 433 where by a blank 1.44 MB diskette and the blank 
compaa disc are dispensed. For instance, the customer may 
purchase a blank compact disc after depositing money in the 
amount deposit acosptor 40QA which is then dispensed in a 
media port 433. 

Referring to FIG. 5 and FIG. 6. the program operation of 
the presem invention is described in more detail. As shown 
in Flo. 4 the computer control unit 400 through the monitor 
424 periodically displays suiublc advertising and publicity 
messages the computer memory or drives 400D when the 
vending machine is idle. The displayed advertising or mes- 
sagc 00 the monitor 424 can be from the merchandise 
monufacmrcT vendor or the piopeny owner of the vending 
location. The speakers 420 and 421 and headphones 430 
play the appropriate audio correspondiog to the advertising 
messages. 

When a customer deposits an amount of money iaio the 
amount deposit acceptor 40QA, the computer unit 400 senses 



8 

Um input and by pwng of »ign"|<f itcalled fens the pro- 
gruQifizble tudis-video iitcsu^ stons^ uxut 416, ch ed ca 
the affiOUDt deposited. For credit cud purcfaass, the com* 
puier 400 requests Cor and checks personal identificatioa 
mimbex; and recotds the credit card sties on ptognustn^le 
audio*video message storage 416 osiog standard hardware 
attd software known in the industry. 

When the euslomer desires to cancel a purchase, the coin 
return lever 425 is polled to tetuxn the amount to the delivery 
recqitaclfi 404. Hiis also wiU ciscel the eiedit card sotries 
in the pxogramnuble audio>videa messa^ storage 416 and 
the vending m ff^*"** returns to an Idle state. 

When the Sail payment has been made [ot Che selected 
DerchandiSB, the compmsr 400 acmates the toooitar 424 to 
display the ppe-«elected message which can be, fibr example, 
the homepage o£ the vendor. The computer 400 includes a 
modem and appropriate operating software for connecting 
the computer with an internet site. The motuior 424 tttea 
displays a seiies of questions fbr die customer to inter&cc 
with the computer. FIG. 7 shows an example of the display 
inquiry on the monitor 424 which are recalled from the 
pzognmmed audio-video message storage unit 416. The 
oomputBr 400 again recalls one of the audio messa^ stored 
thereon to accompany the display inquiry in the form of 
spoken or synthesized wortis reproduced by the amplifier 

419 and through the makers 410 ind 421. By way of 
example and not limitation, the audio mesage played on the 
speakers may be "PLEASE ENTER hOIMBER FROM 
KEYPAD OR CUCK NUMBER USING TRACKBALL 
OR PRESS MERCHANDISE SELECTOR SWITCH TO 
SELECT MERCHANDISE." 

When the cusmmer selects thn merchandise as instructed 
by the displays ca the monitor 424 and throttgfa the spealcers 

420 and ^1 the computer 400 senses the action by meats 
of Qte signal ftom the keypad 413» or the trackball 410, or 
from the m>p'*T'?"^iV selector switch 400B. When the 
merchandise is selected, the oomputer 400 accesses the 
inteiaet provider or website of the manufacmrer of the 
merchandisB and di^Uys the atidio-visual image advertise- 
ment of the merchandise on the monitor 424 as shown on 
FIG. 8. By way of example and not limitation, (he customer 
can be oonnectal to the website of the manufacnirer or 
distributor for news, i^rts, and upcoming events. The 
oomputer 400 dien controls the merchandise dispense 
mechanifim 409 to dispense the purchased item to the 
metchandiSB port. The oomputer then displays the mc^ages 
on tttonitor 424 as shown in FIG. 9. The messages are 
recalled by the oompuier 400 &om the programmed audio- 
video message storage 416. The displayed messages are 
accompanied by spoken or synthesized words and music 
reproduced by the implifisr 419 and through the speakers 
420 and 421. By way of example and not limitation, the 
audio message played on the speakers may be TO 
BROWSE VENDOR HOMEPAGE PRESS OR CUCK 
ONE, TO ACCESS OTHER WEBSITES PRESS OR 
CUCK TWO, TO END ALL OPERAHONS PRESS OR 
CUCK THREE." 

When the customer selects No. 1 reading bom the screen 
shown in FTO. 9, the computer 400 detects the input signal 
input from the loeypad 412 or trackball 410. The computer 
400 then displays the vendor homepage with images, mes- 
sages and infbnsadon for advertising and publicity on the 
monitor 424 is transmitted horn the imeract previdcr. The 
display is accompanied by spokea or synthesized words iod 
anisic rcpnxluccd through the speakers 420 and 421. Using 
the trackball 410 the customer may browse the veodor 
homepage for a pcedetermined time. After the allotted lime 
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eUpscs, the display -TOlMINAnON*' ippeais oa tlis 
auSor 424 to end tbc biowsina ad nans, ibc vendmg 
nucbise to idla state. 

Wben the cufiuaner selects No. 2 rtiding ftom Ihfi screen 
of FIG 9, tl» computer 400 detects the input sigaalftomtbc 
keypad 412 or trackbaU 410. TTic oompttter 400 dispUys the 
vendor Homepage witb meaaages tnd infioraution on the 
monitor 414 with Ifae messages recalled from the pio- 
mmmcd audio-video message storage 4X6 and played 
Srough the spcatera 420 ud 421. In addition, the casttjmcr 
is lequcsted to deposit amouxit in the mount deposit 400A 
to enable the customer to access other websitas or homep- 
ages The sorcn of FIG. 10 shows for oximple a message 
that is displaytsd on the monitor 434, when coin, bill or credit 
card is inserted into the amount deposit acceptor 40QA, the 
computer 400 senses the action and compares the dsposU 
aoiount with the amouot recalled from the programmed 
audio-video message alcrage unit 416 far checking. For 
example, the computer 400 dispUys the messages on the 
monitor soeen 424 as shown in FIO. 11. 

When the customer selects No. 1 reading from the screen 
of KG. 11, the computer 400 again detccte the input signal 
from the keypad 413 or the txackbaU 4ia The computer 400, 
ftjT example, accesses the interact through the transil^recerve 
network 429 and displays the screen of FIG. 12 on the 
monitor 434. When the customer selects No. 1 from the 
«Rcn of FIO. 13 representing "News A Website" by using 
the keypad 413 or the trackball 410. tor instance, the 
homepage of the news website b dispUyed on the mooimr 
400 with images, spoken or synthesized words reproduced 
by the amplifier 419 through the speakers 420 and 421. By 
lifting the trackball 410. the customer may browse the 
homicpagp of the news website. 

When the customer selects No. 3 reading fiom the screen 
of FIG U, the oompater 400 detects and the input signal 
from the keypad 4U or trackbaU 410. The oomputer 400, fer 
instance, displays the screen of FIG. 13 on the monitor 424. 
The message screen displayed on the monitor 434 as shown 
in PIG. 13 is similar to the message sa«en obtained from 
other oommetcial brnweer software available on the maiket, 
By way of example, Netscape™ commfirdal software may 
be the browsing software. The customer may then enter the 
address of the website by using the Irnypad 412. Search word 
or words tnay be entered in place of the address of the 
website. The monitor 434 displays the website and die 
customer can biowse the website with the keypad 412 and 
the trackball 410. A message screen corresponding to the 
display on the momtor 424 or other messages may be 
produced from the speakeis 420 and 431. 

The display of *Time Left To Browse Websites X:X 
Deposit Amouot To Increasc Time Left" shown in the screen 
of FIGS. 9 tbzougb 13 is provided m limit the opeadng time 
by the user so that the cPSTomer may deposit extra amount 
into the amount deposit acceptor 400A to increase browsing 
lime. The process of dcpositiag the amount of money and 
actuation of the computer is as described above. When iheiu 
is more browsing time left, the customer may access as 
many websites as described. 

An additional embodiment of the present invention pro- 
vides the write drive 400D, camera 423 and microphone 422 
to allow the customer a two-way interactive oommunicaiioQ 
fimclions. By way of example and aoi limitation, the cus- 
tomer may access a musical studio transmitted lo the speak- 
ers 420 and 431, selects some tracks and download the 
trades onto blank compact disc or other recording medium 
inserted into the read-write drive 400D after depositing a 



